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WEBSITE READING LISTS 

 

The reading lists that follow are intended as a preliminary suggestion of books in English 
for self-motivated students without an academic training or knowledge of languages of 
the Muslim world, but with some elementary acquaintance with Islam and a serious 
interest in building on it further. The lists are not representative of the entire scope of 
literature available on the subjects, but will be updated soon, and then at regular intervals, 
to make them more comprehensive. 

By its very nature, the works referred to in the reading lists differ in their approaches, 
sometimes evincing contrasting perspectives and conclusions on the same topics. They do 
not imply endorsement by the faculty or others at the IIS of their contents, but are being 
presented rather as a basis for discerning and critical self-study by the reader. Similarly, 
they do not represent a formal or systematic programme of instruction in Islamic Studies 
as such. 

 

APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF ISLAM  

Ahmed, Leila. Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate. New 

Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1992.  

Akhtar, Shabbir. The Qur’an and the Secular Mind: A Philosophy of Islam. London: 

Routledge, 2007. 

Asad, Talal. The Idea of an Anthropology of Islam. Georgetown University Center for 

Contemporary Arab Studies, Washington DC, 1986. 

Bunt, Gary R. Virtually Islamic: Computer-mediated Communication and Cyber Islamic 

Environments. Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2000. 

Burton, John. An Introduction to the Hadith. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 

1995. 

Calder, Norman. Jawid Mojaddedi and Andrew Rippin, ed. Classical Islam: A 

Sourcebook of Religious Literature. London: Routledge, 2001. 
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Eikelman, Dale F. The Middle East and Central Asia: An Anthropological Approach. 

New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Gilsenan, Michael. Recognizing Islam: An Anthropologist’s Introduction. London: 

Croom Helm, 1982. 

Huff, Toby and Schluchter, Wolfgang, ed. Max Weber and Islam. New Brunswick: 

Transaction, 1999. 

Humphreys, Steven R. Islamic History: A Framework for Inquiry. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 1991. 

Hussain, Asaf, Robert Olson and Jamil Qureshi, ed. Orientalism, Islam, and Islamists. 

Brattleboro, VT: Amana Books, 1984. 

Jackson, Roy. Nietzsche and Islam. London: Routledge, 2007. 

Martin, Richard C., ed. Approaches to Islam in Religious Studies. Oxford: Oneworld, 

2001. 

Saeed, Abdallah. Islamic Thought: An Introduction. London: Routledge, 2006. 

Schimmel, Annemarie. Deciphering the Signs of God: A Phenomenological Approach to 

Islam. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1994. 

Tripp, Charles. Islam and the Moral Economy: The Challenge of Capitalism. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

Turner, Bryan S., ed. Islam: Critical Concepts in Sociology. London: Routledge, 2003. 

Watt, W. Montgomery. Islamic Political Thought. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press, 1968; 2nd ed. 2007. 

Wiktorowicz, Quintan, ed. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. 

Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2004. 

 

 

GENERAL WORKS ON ISLAM AND MUSLIMS  

Ahmed, Akbar S. Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim History and Society. 

London: Routledge, 1988. 

Eickelman, Dale F. and James Piscatori. Muslim Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 1996. 

Ernst, Carl. Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2004. 

Esposito, John, ed. The Oxford History of Islam. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. 
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Hodgson, Marshall G.S. The Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World 

Civilization. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1974. 

Netton, Ian. Islam, Christianity and Tradition: A Comparative Exploration. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press, 2006. 

Rippin, Andrew. Muslims: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices. London: Routledge, 

2001.  

Ramadan, Tariq. Islam, the West and the Challenge of Modernity. Leicester: Islamic 

Foundation, 2003. 

Safi, Omid, ed. Progressive Muslims: On Gender, Justice and Pluralism. Oxford: 

Oneworld, 2003. 

 

 

HISTORY  

1. Early Islam  

Berkey, Jonathan P. The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East 600-

1800. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

Bowersock, Glen W. Peter Brown and Oleg Grabar, ed. Late Antiquity: A Guide to the 

Postclassical world. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1999, 

esp. Hugh Kennedy, ‘Islam’, pp. 219-237. 

Crone, Patricia. Medieval Islamic Political Thought. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press, 2004. 

_____ . Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 

1987. 

_____ .  ‘What do we actually know about Mohammed’, in Open Democracy: Free 

Thinking for the World, 30th August, 2006: 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/faitheurope_islam/mohammed_3866.jsp 

Donner, Fred M. Narratives of Islamic Origins: The Beginnings of Islamic Historical 

Writing. Princeton, NJ: Darwin Press, 1998. 

Hoyland, Robert. Arabia and the Arabs: From the Bronze Age to the Coming of Islam. 

London: Routledge, 2001. 

Kennedy, Hugh. The Great Arab Conquests: How the Spread of Islam Changed the 

World we Live in. London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2007. 

Morony, Michael G. Iraq after the Muslim Conquest. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 

Press, 1984. 

http://www.opendemocracy.net/faitheurope_islam/mohammed_3866.jsp
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Motzki, Harald. The Biography of Muhammad: The Issue of the Sources. Leiden: E.J. 

Brill, 2000. 

 

2. Mediaeval Period. Part 1.  

a. The Dissolution of the Unitary Empire. 850-1258.  

al-Azmeh, Aziz. Muslim Kingship: Power and the Sacred in Muslim, Christian and 

Pagan Politics. London: I.B. Tauris, 1997. 

Brett, Michael. The Rise of the Fatimids: The World of the Mediterranean and the Middle 

East in the Fourth Century of the Hijra, Tenth Century CE. Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2001. 

Ehrenkreutz, Andrew. Saladin. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1970. 

Fletcher, Richard. Moorish Spain. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1992. 

Frye, Richard. The Golden Age of Persia: The Arabs in the East. New York: Barnes and 

Noble, 1996. 

Gabrieli, Francisco. Arab Historians of the Crusades. Berkeley, CA: University of 

California Press, 1969. 

Halm, Heinz. The Empire of the Mahdi: The Rise of the Fatimids. tr. M. Bonner. Leiden: 

Brill, 1996. 

Humphreys, R. Stephen. From Saladin to the Mongols: The Ayyubids of Damascus, 

1193-1260. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1977. 

Kennedy, Hugh. Muslim Spain and Portugal: A Political History of Al-Andalus. London: 

Longman, 1996. 

Kennedy, Hugh. The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates: The Islamic Near East from 

the Sixth to Eleventh Centuries. London: Routledge, 1986. 

MacLean, Derryl N. Religion and Society in Arab Sind. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1989. 

Petry, Carl F. and M. W. Daly. Islamic Egypt, 640-1517, The Cambridge History of 

Egypt; V. 1. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998. 

Sanders, Paula. Ritual, Politics, and the City in Fatimid Cairo. Albany, NY: State 

University of New York Press, 1994. 

Wink, Andre. Al-Hind: The Making of the Indo-Islamic World. 3 vols. Leiden: Brill, 

1990-2004. 
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b. Mongols, Mamluks, and Ilkhanids. 1258-1400s.   

 

Amitai, Reuven. The Mongols in the Islamic Lands: Studies in the History of the 

Ilkhanate. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007. 

Amitai-Preiss, Reuven, and David O. Morgan, ed. The Mongol Empire and its Legacy. 

Leiden: Brill, 1999. 

Bosworth, Clifford Edmund. The Later Ghaznavids: Splendour and Decay. The Dynasty 

in Afghanistan and Northern India 1040-1186. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 

1977. 

Eaton, Richard. The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760. Berkeley, CA: 

University of California Press, 1993. 

Fletcher, Richard. Moorish Spain. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1992. 

Irwin, Robert. The Middle East in the Middle Ages: The Early Mamluk Sultanate 1250-

1382. London: Croom Helm, 1986. 

Jackson, Peter. The Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

Karamustafa, Ahmet. God’s Unruly Friends: Dervish Groups in the Islamic Later Middle 

Period. 1200-1550. Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah Press, 1994. 

Manz, Beatrice Forbes. Power, Politics and Religion in Timurid Iran. Cambridge, New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

Manz, Beatrice Forbes. The Rise and Rule of Tamerlane. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1989. 

Morgan, David. The Mongols. Oxford: Blackwell, 1986. 

Sabra, Adam Abdelamid. Poverty and Charity in Medieval Islam: Mamluk Egypt, 1250-

1517, Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2000. 

Shoshan, Boaz. Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1993. 
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c. Ottomans, Safavids, Mughals 

 

Alam, Muzaffar. ‘The Pursuit of Persian: Language in Mughal Politics’, Modern Asian 

Studies, 32, 2 (1998), pp. 317-349. 

Babayan, Kathryn. Mystics, Monarchs, and Messiahs: Cultural Landscapes of Early 

Modern Iran. Cambridge, MA; London: Harvard University Press, 2002. 

Brown, L. Carl. Imperial Legacy: The Ottoman Imprint on the Balkans and the Middle 

East. New York; Chichester: Columbia University Press, 1996. 

Fleischer, Cornell H. Bureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian 

Mustafa ‘Ali. 1541-1600. Princeton; Guildford: Princeton University Press, 1986. 

Goffman, Daniel. The Ottoman Empire and Early Modern Europe. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

Hattox, Ralph. Coffee and Coffeehouses: The Origins of a Social Beverage in the 

Medieval Near East. Seattle, WA: University of Washington, 1985. 

Inalcik, Halil. The Middle East and the Balkans under the Ottoman Empire: Essays on 

Economy and Society. Indiana University Turkish Studies, 1993. 

Jackson, Peter Jan, and Laurence Lockhart. The Cambridge History of Iran: Vol. 6, The 

Timurid and Safavid Periods. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986. 

Kafadar, Cemal. Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottoman State. Berkeley, 

CA; London: University of California Press, 1995. 

Kunt, Metin, and Christine Woodhead. Suleyman the Magnificent and His Age: The 

Ottoman Empire in the Early Modern World. London: Longman, 1995. 

Newman, Andrew J. Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire. London: I. B. Tauris, 

2006. 

Peirce, Leslie P. The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire. 

New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993. 

Quinn, Sholeh Alysia. Historical Writing During the Reign of Shah ‘Abbas: Ideology, 

Imitation, and Legitimacy in Safavid Chronicles. Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah 

Press, 2000.  

Raymond, Andre. Arab Cities in the Ottoman Period: Cairo, Syria and the Maghreb. 

Aldershot: Ashgate, 2002. 
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Richards, J. F. The Mughal Empire, The New Cambridge History of India. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Robinson, Francis. The Mughal Emperors: And the Islamic Dynasties of India, Iran and 

Central Asia 1206-1925. London: Thames and Hudson, 2007. 

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. Explorations in Connected History: Mughals and Franks. Vol. 

1. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Winter, Michael. Egyptian Society under Ottoman Rule 1517-1798. London: Routledge, 

1992. 

Zilfi, Madeline C. Women in the Ottoman Empire: Middle Eastern Women in the Early 

Modern Era. Leiden; New York: Brill, 1997. 

 

 

2. Mediaeval Period. Part 2.  

Abun-Nasr, Jamil M. A History of the Maghrib in the Islamic Period. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

Allsen, Thomas. Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eurasia. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2001. 

Amitai-Preiss, Reuven and David Morgan, ed. The Mongol Empire and its Legacy. 

Leiden: Brill, 1999. 

Amitai-Preiss, Reuven and Michal Biran, ed. Mongols, Turks and Others: Eurasian 

Nomads and the Outside World. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Ayalon, David. Outsides in the lands of Islam: Mamluks, Mongols, and Eunuchs. 

London: Variorum, 1988. 

____. Islam and the Abode of War: Military Slaves and Islamic Adversaries. Aldershot  

and Brookfield: Variorum, 1994. 

Bosworth, Clifford Edmund. The Arabs, Byzantium and Iran: Studies in Early Islamic  

History and Culture. Brookfield, VT: Variorum, 1996. 

____. The Ghaznavids: Their Empire in Afghanistan and Eastern Iran, 994-1040. Beirut:  

Librairie du Liban, 1973. 

____. The Later Ghaznavids: Splendour and Decay in Afghanistan and Northern India,  

1040-1186. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1977. 

Bosworth, Clifford Edmund, ed. The Turks in the Early Islamic World. Aldershot:  

Ashgate, 2007. 

Berkey, J. The Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo: A Social History of  
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Islamic Education, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992. 

____. Popular Preaching and Religious Authority in the Medieval Islamic Near East.  

Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2001. 

____. The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East, 600-1800.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

Biran, Michael. Chinggis Khan. Oxford: Oneworld, 2007. 

Bosworth, Clifford Edmund, ed. Iran and Islam: In Memory of the Late Vladimir  

Minorsky. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1971. 

____.  The Islamic Dynasties: A Chronological and Genealogical Handbook. Edinburgh: 

 Edinburgh University Press, 1967. 

Bulliet, Richard. The Patricians of Nishapur: A Study in Medieval Islamic Social History.  

Cambridge, MA, 1972. 

Cahen, Claude. The Formation of Turkey – The Sejukid Sultanate of Rum: Eleventh to  

Fourteenth Century, tr. and ed. P.M. Holt. Harlow and New York: Longman,  

2001. 

The Cambridge History of Iran, Vol. 5: The Saljuq and Mongol Periods, ed. J.A. Boyle.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1968. 

Choueiri, Youssef, ed. A Companion to the History of the Middle East. Malden, MA:  

Blackwell, 2005. 

Collins, Roger. The Arab Conquest of Spain. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,  

1989. 

Eaton, Richard. Essay on Islam and Indian History. New Delhi: Oxford University Press,  

2000. 

____. The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760. Berkeley, CA: University  

of California Press, 1993. 

Eaton, Richard, ed. India’s Islamic Traditions, 711-1750. New Delhi: Oxford University  

Press, 2003. 

Gibb, H.A.R. The Life of Saladin: From the Works of Imad al-Din and Baha’ al-Din.  

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1973. 

Goffman, D. The Ottoman Empire and Early Modern Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge  

University Press, 2002. 

Grabar, Oleg. Medieval Jerusalem and Islamic Worship: Holy Places, Ceremonies,  

Pilgrimage. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1994. 

Grunebaum, G.E. von. Classical Islam: A History 600-1258. New York: Barnes and  
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Noble, 1997. 

Foltz, Richard. Religions of the Silk Road: Overland Trade and Cultural Exchange from  

Antiquity to the Fifteenth Century. New York: Macmillan, 1999. 

Hathaway, Jane. A Tale of Two Factions: Myth, Memory and Identity in Ottoman Egypt  

and Yemen. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2003. 

____. The Arab Lands under Ottoman Rule, 1516-1800, with contributions by Karl K.  

Barbir. London: Longman, 2008. 

Hawting, Gerald R., ed. Muslims, Mongols and Crusaders: An Anthology of Articles  

Published in The Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies. London:  

Routledge Curzon, 2005. 

Hillenbrand, Carole. The Crusades: Islamic Perspectives. Edinburgh: Edinburgh  

University Press, 1999. 

Hodgson, Marshall G. S. The Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World  

Civilization. Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press, 1974. 

Holt, P.M. The Age of the Crusades: The Near East from the 11th Century to 1517,  

London: Longman, 1986. 

____. ‘The Mamluk Institution’, in Y. Choueiri, ed. A Companion to the History of the  

Middle East. Maiden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2005, pp. 154-169. 

____. The Crusader States and their Neighbours, 1098-1291. Harlow: Pearson Longman,  

2004. 

Hourani, Albert. A History of the Arab Peoples. New ed., London: Faber and Faber,  

2005. 

Hovannisian, Richard and Georges Sabagh, ed. Religion and Culture in Medieval Islam.  

Giorgio Levi Della Vida Conference (14th), 1993. Los Angeles. Cambridge:  

Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

Inalcik, Halil. The Ottoman Empire: The Classical Age, 1300-1600, tr. N. Itzkowitz and  

Colin Imber. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1973. 

Irwin, Robert. The Middle East in the Middle Ages. The Early Mamluk Sultanate.  

Beckenham, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1986. 

Itzkowitz, Norman. Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition. Chicago, IL: University of  

Chicago Press, 1980. 

Kennedy, Hugh. The Court of the Caliphs: The Rise and Fall of Islam’s Greatest  

Dynasty. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2004. 
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____. Muslim Spain and Portugal: A Political History of al-Andalus. Harlow: Longman,  

1996. 

Köprülü, Mehmed Fuad. The Origins of the Ottoman Empire, ed. and tr. Gary Leiser.  

Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1992. 

Laiou, Angeliki and Roy Mottahedeh, ed. The Crusades from the Perspective of  

Byzantium and the Muslim World. Washington, DC: Dumbarton Oaks Research  

Library and Collection, 2001. 

Lapidus, Ira. Muslim Cities in the Later Middle Ages. Cambridge: Cambridge University  

Press, 1984. 

____.  A History of Islamic Societies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

Lambton, Ann K. State and Government in Medieval Islam. Oxford: Oxford University 

 Press, 1981. 

Leslie, Donald Daniel. Islam in Traditional China: A Short History to 1800. Canberra:  

Canberra College of Advanced Education, 1986. 

Levtzion, Nehemia and Humphrey Fisher, ed. The History of Islam in Africa. Athens,  

OH: Ohio University Press, 2000. 

Lewis, Bernard. The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of Christianity to  

the Present Day. London: Phoenix, 2000. 

____.  Studies in Classical Ottoman Islam (7th-16th Centuries). London: Variorum 

reprints, 1976. 

Lewis, I. M., ed. Islam in Tropical Africa. Oxford: Oxford University Press for the  

International African Institute, 1966. 

Lister, R. P. Genghis Khan. New York: Barnes and Noble, 1993. 

____.  Religious and Ethnic Movements in Medieval Islam. Aldershot: Variorum, 1992. 

Mahida, Ebrahim. History of Muslims in South Africa: A Chronology. Durban: Arab  

Study Circle, 1993. 

Mazzaoui, Michel M., ed. Safavid Iran and her Neighbours. Salt Lake City, UT, 2003. 

Morgan, David. The Mongols. Oxford: Blackwell, 1986. 

____.  Medieval Persia 1040-1797. London: Longman, 1988. 

Morgan, David and Reuven Amitai-Preiss, ed. The Mongol Empire and its Legacy.  

Leiden-Boston: Brill, 1999. 

Morony, M. G. Iraq after the Muslim Conquest. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University  

Press, 1984. 
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Mottahedeh, Roy. Loyalty and Leadership in an Early Islamic Society. Princeton, NJ:  

Princeton University Press, 1980. 

Newman, Andrew J. Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East: Studies on  

Iran in the Safavid Period. Leiden, 2003. 

____.  Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire. London, 2006. 

Petry, C. The Civilian Elite of Cairo in the Later Middle Ages, Princeton: Princeton  

University Press, 1981. 

Quataert, D. The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922. 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge  

University Press, 2005. 

Ratchnevsky, Paul. Genghis Khan: His Life and Times, tr. Thomas Haining. Oxford:  

Blackwell, 1991. 

Richards, John. The Mughal Empire. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Robinson, Francis, ed. The Cambridge Illustrated History of the Islamic World.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Robinson, David. Muslim Societies in African History. Cambridge: Cambridge University  

Press, 2004. 

Salibi, Kamal. Syria under Islam: Empire on Trial, 634-1097. Delmar, NY: Caravan  

Books, 1977. 

Savory, Roger M.  Iran under the Safavids. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,  

1980. 

Sourdel, Dominique. Medieval Islam, tr. J. Montgomery Watt. London: Routledge and  

Kegan Paul, 1983. 

Southern, R.W. Western Views of Islam in the Middle Ages. Cambridge, MA: Harvard  

University Press, 1962. 

Stern, Samuel M. History and Culture in the Medieval Muslim World. London:  

Variorum, 1984. 

Taha, Abdulwahid Dhannun. The Muslim Conquest and Settlement of North Africa and  

Spain. London: Routledge, 1989. 

Tayob, Abdulkader. Islam in South Africa: Mosques, Imams and Sermons. Gainesville,  

FL: University Press of Florida, 1999. 

Turner, Colin. Islam without Allah? The Rise of Religious Externalism in Safavid Iran.  

London: Routledge Curzon, 2000. 

Udovitch, A.L., ed. The Islamic Middle East, 700-1900: Studies in Economic and Social  

History. Princeton, NJ: Darwin Press, 1981. 
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Watt, Montgomery W. The Majesty that was Islam: The Islamic World, 661-1100.  

London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1974. 

 

 

3. Modern Period   

Abou El Fadl, Khaled. The Great Theft: Wrestling Islam from the Extremists. New York:  

Harper, 2005. 

Abu-Rabi’, Ibrahim. The Blackwell Companion to Contemporary Islamic Thought  

Oxford: Blackwell, 2006. 

Aziz Said, Abdul, Mohammed Abu-Nimer and Meena Sharify-Funk, ed. Contemporary  

Islam: Dynamic, Not Static. London: Routledge, 2006. 

Esposito, John L. and John O. Voll. Makers of Contemporary Islam. Oxford: Oxford  

University Press, 2001. 

Kurzman, Charles, ed. Liberal Islam: A Source-book. Oxford: Oxford University Press,  

1998.  

Kurzman, Charles, ed. Modernist Islam, 1840-1940: A Source-book. Oxford: Oxford  

University Press, 2002.  

Nasr Abu Zayd, Reformation of Islamic Thought: A Critical Historical Analysis.  

Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2006. 

Rahnema, Ali, ed. Pioneers of Islamic Revival. London: Zed Books, 2006. 

Roy, Olivier. Globalised Islam: The Search for a New Umma. Columbia: C. Hurst, 2006.  

Taji-Farouki, Suha and Basheer M. Nafi, ed. Islamic Thought in the Twentieth Century.  

London: I. B. Tauris, 2004.  

  

 

3. Modern Period (Part 2) 

 

a. Religion & Modernity 

Al-Azmeh, Aziz. Islams and Modernities.  London: Verso, 1993. 

Armstrong, Karen.  The Battle for God.  New York: Knopf, 2000. 

Arkoun, Mohammed.  The Unthought in Contemporary Islamic Thought. London and  

Beirut: Saqi Books, 2002. 

____. Rethinking Islam: Common Questions, Uncommon Answers, tr. Robert D. Lee.  

London: Harper Collins, 1994.  
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Asad, Talal. Formations of the Secular: Christianity, Islam, Modernity. Stanford, CT:  

Stanford University Press, 2003. 

Aslan, Reza.  No God But God: The Origins, Evolution and Future of Islam. London:  

Arrow Books, 2006.  

Casanova, José. Public Religions in the Modern World. Chicago, IL: University of  

Chicago Press, 1994. 

Cooke, Miriam and Bruce Lawrence, ed. Muslim Networks: From Hajj to Hip Hop. 

Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2005. 

Eickelman, Dale F., ‘Islam and Modernity’, in Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Yitzhak Sternberg,  

ed., Identity, Culture and Globalization. Leiden: Brill, 2002. 

Eickelman, Dale and Jon Anderson, ed.  New Media in the Muslim World: The Emerging  

Public Sphere. 2nd ed., Indiana University Press, 2003.  

Federspiel, Howard. Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals of the 20th Century. Singapore:  

ISEAS, 2006. 

Gaonkar, Dilip P., ed. Alternative Modernities. Durham, NC: Duke University Press,  

2001.  

Graham, Mark. How Islam Created the Modern World. Beltsville, MD: Amana, 2006.    

Inayatullah, Sohail and Gail Boxwell, ed. Islam, Postmodernism, and other Futures: A  

Ziauddin Sardar Reader. London: Pluto Press, 2003.   

Nasr, Seyyid Hossein. Islam and the Plight of Modern Man. ABC International, 2001.  

Nasr, Vali.  The Shia Revival: How Conflicts Within Islam Will Shape The Future.  New 

York: Norton, 2006. 

Rahman, Fazlur.  Islam and Modernity: Transformation of an Intellectual Tradition.   

Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, 1984.    

Sajoo, Amyn B., ed.  Muslim Modernities: Expressions of the Civil Imagination. London: 

The Institute of Ismaili Studies and I.B. Tauris, 2008.   

Rippin, Andrew, ed.  The Islamic World.  London: Routledge, 2008. 

Sadri, M. and A. Sadri, ed. and tr.  Reason, Freedom and Democracy in Islam: Essential 

Writings of Abdolkarim Soroush.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

Taji-Farouki, Suha, ed. Modern Muslim Intellectuals and the Qur’an. Oxford: Oxford  

University Press, 2004. 

_____ and B. Nafi, ed.  Islamic Thought in the Twentieth Century. London: The Institute  

of Ismaili Studies and I.B. Tauris, 2004. 
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Taylor, Charles.  A Secular Age. Harvard: Harvard University Press, 2007. 

Turner, Bryan S. Weber and Islam: A Critical Study. London: Routledge, 1998. 

Watenpaugh, K. Being Modern in the Middle East: Revolution, Nationalism,  

Colonialism, and the Arab Middle Class. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University  

Press, 2006. 

 

b.  Cultural Memory, Identity & Gender  

Abu-Lughod, Janet. ‘The Islamic City - Historical Myth, Islamic Essence, and 

Contemporary Relevance’, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 19  (1987), pp. 

155-176. 

Adelkhah, Fariba. Being Modern in Iran, tr. J. Derrick. New York: Hurst, 1999.   

Al-Rasheed, Madawi. Contesting the Saudi State: Islamic Voices from a New Generation.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

Bianca, Stefano and Philip Jodidio, ed. Cairo: Revitalising a Historic Metropolis. Rome: 

Umberto Allemandi, 2004. 

Bulliet, Richard. The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization. Columbia, OH: Columbia  

University Press, 2006.  

Dabashi, Hamid. Close-Up: Iranian Cinema, Past, Present, Future. London: Verso, 

2002. 

_____ , ed. Dreams of Nation: On Palestinian Cinema. London: Verso, 2006. 

Frampton, Kenneth, ed., Modernity and Community: Architecture in the Islamic World.  

London:  Thames and Hudson, 2001. 

Göle, Nilüfer. The Forbidden Modern: Civilization and Veiling. Michigan, IL: University 

of Michigan Press, 1996. 

Hawley, John, ed. The Postcolonial Crescent: Islam’s Impact on Contemporary  

Literature. New York: Peter Lang, 1998.    

Hefner, Robert. ‘Multiple Modernities: Christianity, Islam and Hinduism in a Globalizing  

Age’, Annual Review of Anthropology, 27 (1998), pp. 83-104. 

Jahanbegloo, Ramin, ed.  Iran: Between Tradition and Modernity. Oxford: Rowman and  

Littlefield, 2003. 

Karim, Karim H., ed. The Media of Diaspora. London: Taylor and Francis, 2002.  

Karpat, Kemal H., ed. Ottoman Past and Today’s Turkey. Leiden: Brill, 2000. 

Keddie, Nikki. Women in the Middle East: Past and Present. Princeton, NJ: Princeton  

University Press, 2007. 
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Khalid, Adeeb. Islam after Communism: Religion and Politics in Central Asia. Berkeley,  

CA: University of California Press, 2007. 

Maalouf, Amin. In the Name of Identity: Violence and the Need to Belong, tr. B. Bray.   
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QUR’AN AND ITS INTERPRETATION  

1. Secondary Literature: Encyclopaedias and Book Series 
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Quranic Studies, launched in 1999,  

http://www.eup.ed.ac.uk/journals/content.aspx?pageId=2&journalId=12154  

and the Encyclopedia of the Qur’an, ed. Jane Dammen McAuliffe. Brill: 2001-2006.  
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Leaman, Oliver, ed. The Qur’an: An Encyclopaedia. London: Routledge, 2005.  
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And a useful variorum compilation of articles in four volumes:  

Colin Turner, ed. The Koran: Critical Concepts in Islamic Studies. London: Routledge 

 Curzon, 2005.  

Vol I: Provenance and Transmission.  

Vol II: Themes and Doctrines. Form, Content and Literary Structure.  

Vol III: Style and Structure. The Koran and the Development of the Islamic ‘Sciences’.  

Vol IV: Translation and Exegesis. Koranic Exegesis.  

 

A valuable, high-quality contribution is Brill’s series on ‘Texts and Studies on the 

Qur’an’, edited by Gerhard Böwering (Yale University) and Jane Dammen McAuliffe  

(Georgetown University), see http://www.brill.nl/m_catalogue_sub6_id11374.htm. The 

four titles that have appeared so far in this series include monographs on medieval 

commentators on the Qur’an, the edition of a classical text and the reprint of a classic 

(see the list below): 

 

Amir-Moezzi, Etan Kohlberg, ed. Revelation and Falsification. Leiden: Boston: E.J. 

Brill, 2008.  
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http://www.brill.nl/m_catalogue_sub6_id11374.htm
http://answering-islam.org.uk/Books/Jeffery/
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A new series by Routledge has been announced: Routledge Studies in the Qur’an 

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t737790578  

Ashgate has also published three volumes of re-published essays through its Formation of 

the Classical Islamic World Series. The Qur’an: Formative interpretation, 1999 and The 
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http://www3.ircica.org/metinler.php?kat_id=81&grup=PUBLICATIONS  

World Bibliography of Translations of the Holy Qur’an. Istanbul: IRCICA, 2000,  
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 http://www3.ircica.org/metinler.php?kat_id=427&grup=PUBLICATIONS  

 

2. Concordances and Dictionaries 
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http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title%7Econtent=t737790578
http://www3.ircica.org/metinler.php?kat_id=81&grup=PUBLICATIONS
http://www3.ircica.org/metinler.php?kat_id=427&grup=PUBLICATIONS
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 3. Secondary Literature: Chronological Bibliography 

The chronological bibliography provided below illustrates the increasing number of 

works on Qur’an and Qur’anic exegesis (please note that only books are included): 
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University Press, 1970. 

Campanini, Massimo. The Qur’an: The Basics. London: Routledge, 2007. 

Cook, Michael. The Koran. A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2000. 

Cragg, Kenneth. The Event of the Qur’an: Islam in its Scripture. London: Allen and  

Unwin, 1971. 

Esack, Farid. The Qur’an: A User’s Guide. A Guide to its Key Themes, History and  

Interpretation. Oxford: Oneworld, 2005. 

Robinson, Neal. Discovering the Qur’an: A Contemporary Approach to a Veiled Text.  

London: SCM Press, 1996; 2nd ed. 2003. 

Saeed Abdullah. The Qur’an: An Introduction. New York: Routledge, 2007. 

Sells, Michael. Approaching the Qur’an: The Early Revelations. Ashland: White Cloud  

Press, 1999.  [extracts translated, with an introduction].  

Siddiqui, Mona. How to Read the Qur’an. London: Granta Books, 2007.  

 

 

b. Studies on the text and style of the Qur’an:  

Burton, John. The Collection of the Qur’an. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1977. 

El-Awa, Salwa M. S. Textual Relations in Qur’an: Relevance, Coherence And Structure.  

London: Routledge, 2006. 

Gwynne, Rosalind Ward. Logic, Rhetoric and Legal Reasoning in the Qur’an: God’s  

Arguments. London: Routledge Curzon, 2004. 

Hoffmann, Thomas. The Poetic Qur’an: Studies on Qur’anic Poeticity. Wiesbaden:  

Harrassowitz, 2007. 
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published in 1938) with a Preface by Gerhard Böwering and Jane Dammen  

McAuliffe.  http://answering-islam.org.uk/Books/Jeffery/ 
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Rippin, Andrew, ed. The Qur’an, Style and Contents. Aldershot: Variorum, Hampshire; 

Brookfield, VT: Ashgate, 2001. 

Wild, Stefan. ed. The Qur’an as Text. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1996. 

  

 c. Studies on the Themes of the Qur’an: 

Abdel Haleem, M. A. Understanding the Qur’an: Themes and Style. London; New York:  

I.B. Tauris, 1999. 

Cragg, Kenneth. Readings in the Qur’an. San Francisco: Collins, 1988. 

Izutsu, Toshihiko. Ethico-Religious Concepts in the Qur’an. Montreal: McGill University  

Press, 1966; repr. 2002. [Originally: The Structure of the Ethical Terms in the  

Koran, 1959, repr. Chicago: ABC International, 2000.] 

Jomier, Jacques. The Great Themes of the Qur’an. London: SCM Press, 1997. 

Rahman, Fazlur. Major Themes of the Qur’an. Minneapolis: Bibliotheca Islamica, 1980;  

repr. 1989, 1994. 

 

On the Historical Context of the Qur’an 

d. Prophets and ancient stories 

Dundes, Ian. Fables of the ancients?: Folklore in the Qur’an. Lanham, MD; Oxford:  

Rowman and Littlefield, 2003. 

Tottoli, Roberto. Biblical Prophets in the Qur’an. London: Routledge, 2001.   

Wheeler, Brannon, ed. Prophets in the Quran. New York: Continuum, 2002.  

 

 

 

http://answering-islam.org.uk/Books/Jeffery/
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e. Recitation 

Abdul Quasem, Muhammad. The Recitation and Interpretation of the Qur’an: al- 

Ghazali’s Theory. Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya Press, 1979.  

Graham, William A. Beyond the Written Word: Oral Aspects of Scripture in the History  

of Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987; repr. 1993. 

Nelson, Kristina, The Art of Reciting the Qur’an. Austin: University of Texas Press,  
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adapted by Bernard Weiss, M. A. Rauf and Morroe Berger. Princeton: Darwin  

Press, 1975; original Arabic: al-Jam’ al-sawti al-awwal li’l-Qur’an al-karim aw 

 al-mushaf al-murattal. Cairo: Dar al-Katib al-‘Arabi, 1967; rev, ed. Cairo: Dar  

al-Ma’arif, 1978. 

 

f. Artistic expressions 

Baker, Colin F. Qur’an Manuscripts: Calligraphy, Illumination, Design. London: British  

Library, 2007. 

Lings, Martin. Splendours of Qur’an Calligraphy and Illumination. Vaduz,  

Liechtenstein: Thesaurus Islamicus Foundation, 2005.  

Roxburgh, David J. Writing the Word of God: Calligraphy and the Qur’an. Houston:  

Museum of Fine Arts, 2007.  

Suleman, Fahmida, ed. Word of God, Art of Man: The Qur’an and its Creative  

Expressions: Selected Proceedings from the International Colloquium, London,  

18-21 October 2003. Oxford : Oxford University Press in association with the  

Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2007. 

 

g. Comparative approaches (very few studies to date): 

Ipgrave, Michael, ed. Scriptures in Dialogue: Christians and Muslims Studying the Bible  

and the Qur’an Together. London: Church House Publishing, 2004.  [a more  

faith-based approach]. 

Jomier, Jacques. The Bible and the Qur’an. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2002.  
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McAuliffe, Jane Dammen, Barry D. Walfish, and Joseph W. Goering, ed. With Reverence  

for the Word: Medieval Scriptural Exegesis in Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

 Oxford and New York: OUP, 2003. 

Reeves, J. C. Bible and Qur’an: Essays in Scriptural Intertextuality. Leiden; Boston:  

Brill, 2004. 

Smith, Wilfred Cantwell. What is Scripture? A Comparative Approach. London: SCM,  

1993. 

 

h. Interpretations of the Qur’an and its Reception History: 

Arkoun, Mohammed. Lectures du Coran. Paris: G.-P. Maisonneuve et Larose, 1982;  

reprinted, Tunis: Alif, les Éditions de la Méditerranée, 1993. 

Berg, Herbert. The Development of Exegesis in Early Islam: The Authenticity of Muslim  

Literature from the Formative Period. Richmond: Curzon, 2000. 

Burman, Thomas E. Reading the Qur’an in Latin Christendom, 1140-1560. Philadelphia:  

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007. 

Dhahabi, Muhammad Husayn. Al-Tafsir wa’l-mufassirun: bahth tafsili ‘an nash’at al- 

tafsir wa-tatawwurihi wa-alwanihi wa-madhahibihi. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al- 

Haditha, 1961-62.  3 vols. 

Gätje, Helmut. The Qur’an and its Exegesis: Selected Texts with Classical and Modern  

Interpretations, tr. Alford T. Welch. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of  

California Press, 1976; original German: Koran und Koranexegese. Zürich:  

Artemis, 1977.   

Goldziher, Ignaz. Schools of Koranic Commentators, ed. and tr. Wolfgang H. Behn.  

Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2006; with an introduction by Fuat Sezgin on  

Goldziher and Hadith from Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums; original 

 German: Die Richtungen der islamischen Koranauslegung. Leiden: E.J. Brill,  

1920. 

Hawting, R. and Abdul-Kader A. Shareef, ed. Approaches to the Qur’an. London and  

New York: Routledge, 1993. 

Johns, Anthony H., ed. International Congress for the Study of the Qur’an. Canberra:  

Australian National University, 1981. 
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Lawrence, Bruce. The Qur’an: A Biography. London: Atlantic Books, 2006.  

McAuliffe, Jane Dammen. Qur’anic Christians: An Analysis of Classical and Modern  

Exegesis. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

Mohammed, Khaleel and Andrew Rippin, ed. Coming to Terms with the Qur’an: A  

Volume in Honor of Professor Issa Boullata, McGill University. North Haledon,  

NJ: Islamic Publications International, 2007. 

Rippin, Andrew, ed. Approaches to the History of the Interpretation of the Qur’an.  

Oxford: Clarendon, 1988; New York: OUP, 1988. 

____, ed.  The Qur’an: Formative Interpretation. Aldershot: Ashgate, 1999.  

____, ed.The Qur’an and its Interpretive Tradition. Aldershot: Variorum, Hampshire,  

2001; Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2001.   

Wansbrough, John E. Quranic Studies. Sources and Methods of Scriptural Interpretation.  

Oxford: OUP, 1977. 

 

i. Studies on individual commentators 

Abrahamov, Binyamin. Anthropomorphism and interpretation of the Qur’an in the  

Theology of al-Qasim Ibn Ibrahim. Kitab al-Mustarshid. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1996. 

Gilliot, Claude. Exégèse, langue et théologie en Islam. L’Exégèse coranique de Tabari.  

m. 311/923. Paris: J. Vrin, 1990. 

Gimaret, Daniel. Une lecture mu’tazilite du Coran. Le Tafsir d’Abu ‘Ali al-Djubba’i [m.  

303/915]. Louvain and Paris, 1994. 

Keeler, Annabel. Sufi Hermeneutics: The Qur’an Commentary of Rashid al-Din  

Maybudi. Oxford: Oxford University Press, in association with The Institute of  

Ismaili Studies, 2006. 

Lagarde, Michel. Index du Grand Commentaire de Fahr al-Din al-Razi. Leiden: E. J.  

Brill, 1996.  

Lane, Andrew J. A Traditional Mu’tazilite Qur’an Commentary: The Kashshaf of Jar  

Allah al-Zamakhshari. d. 538/1144. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2006. 

Saleh, Walid A. The Formation of the Classical Tafsir Tradition: the Qur’an  

Commentary of al-Tha’labi. d.427/1035. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2004. 
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Whittingham, Martin. Al-Ghazali and the Qur’an: One Book, Many Meanings. London  

and New York: Routledge, 2007.  

(forthcoming: Amir-Moezzi, Mohammad Ali and Etan Kohlberg, ed. Revelation and 

Falsification. The Kitab al-qira’at of Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Sayyari. Leiden and 

Boston: Brill).  

 

j. Shi‘i approaches to the Qur’an:  

Bar-Asher, Meir M. Scripture and Exegesis in Early Imami Shiism. Leiden: E.J. Brill,  

1999. 

 

k.  Sufi approaches to the Qur’an: 

Abü Zayd, Nasr Hamid. Falsafat al-ta’wil : dirasa fi ta’wil al-Qur’an fiinda Muhyi’l-din  

Ibn ‘Arabi. Beirut: Dar al-Tanwir; Dar al-Wahdah, 1983. 

Böwering, Gerhard. The Mystical Vision of Existence in Classical Islam. The Qur’anic  

Hermeneutics of the Sufi Sahl al-Tustari. d. 283/896. Berlin and New York:  

Walter de Gruyter, 1980.  

____ ,  ed. The Minor Qur’anic Commentary of Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al- 

Husayn al-Sulami. d. 412/1021. Ziyadat Haqa’iq al-Tafsir. Beirut: Dar al- 

Mashriq, 1995; 2nd ed. 1997. 

Keeler, Annabel. Sufi Hermeneutics: The Qur’an Commentary of Rashid al-Din  

Maybudi. Oxford: Oxford University Press, in association with The Institute of  

Ismaili Studies, 2006. 

Lory, Pierre. Les commentaires ésotériques du Coran d’après Qashani. Paris: Les Deux  

Océans, 1980. 

Nwiya, Paul. Exégèse coranique et language mystique: nouvel essai sur le lexique  

technique des mystiques musulmanes. Beirut: Dar al-Mashriq, Imprimérie  

Catholique, 1970. 

Sands, Kristin Zahra. Sufi Commentaries on the Qur’an in Classical Islam. London:  

Routledge Curzon, 2006. 
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l. Contemporary Interpretations:  

Baljon, Johannes Marinus Simon. Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation, 1880-1960.  

Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1961. 

Saeed, Abdullah. Interpreting the Qur’an: Towards a Contemporary Approach.  

Abingdon, Oxford: Routledge, 2006.  

Taji-Farouki, Suha. Modern Muslim Intellectuals and the Qur’an. Oxford: Oxford  

University Press, in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2004. 

 

m. Regional Approaches: 

Jansen, J. J. G. The Interpretation of the Koran in Modern Egypt. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1974. 

Saeed, Abdullah. Approaches to the Qur’an in Contemporary Indonesia. Oxford: Oxford  

University Press, in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2005.  

 

n. Gender perspectives: 

Barlas, Asma. ‘Believing Women’ in Islam: Unreading Patriarchal Interpretations of the  

Qur’an. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2002. 

Stowasser, Barbara Freyer. Women in the Qur’an, Traditions, and Interpretation. Oxford  

and New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

Wadud, Amina. Qur’an and Woman: Re-reading the Sacred Text from a Woman’s  

Perspective. Oxford: OUP, 1999. 

 

4. Most Recent Translations of the Qur’an 

Ali, Ahmed, tr. al-Qur’an: A Contemporary Translation, rev. ed. Woodstock, Oxon;  

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001.  

Cleary, Thomas F., tr. The Qur’an: A New Translation. Chicago: Starlatch Press, 2004. 

Fakhry, Majid, tr. An Interpretation of the Qur’an: English Translation of the Meanings:  

A Bilingual Edition. New York: New York University Press, 2002.  

Jones, Alan, tr. The Qur’an. Cambridge: Gibb Memorial Trust, 2007. 

The Qur’an, tr. M. A. Abdel Haleem. Oxford and New York: OUP, 2004.   

Seddik, Youssef, tr. Le Coran, autre lecture, autre traduction. La Tour d’Aigue: Aube,  

2006. 
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Starkovsky, Nicolas, tr. The Koran Handbook: An Annotated Translation. New York:  

Algora Publications, 2005. 

[reviews of translations by Andrew Rippin: 

http://www.hnet.msu.edu/reviews/showpdf.cgi?path=231841109092997 ].  

 

5. Websites and Electronic Resources  

There are now a number of websites dedicated to the Qur’an and the Tafsir.  

See the comprehensive, although maybe in need of an update, article by Andrew Rippin:  

‘The Study of Tafsir in the 21st century: etexts and their Scholarly Use’, MELA Notes 

69-70 (1999-2000), pp. 1-13. with two appendixes.  

http://www.lib.umich.edu/area/Near.East/MELANotes6970/toc6970.html 

 

Some university departments and individual professors have put bibliographies onto their 

personal web pages, for example: 

Barbara R. von Schlegell, from the University of Pennsylvania: 

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~bvon/pages/suggest.html   
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