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WEBSITE READING LISTS

The reading lists that follow are intended as a preliminary suggestion of books in English
for self-motivated students without an academic training or knowledge of languages of
the Muslim world, but with some elementary acquaintance with Islam and a serious
interest in building on it further. The lists are not representative of the entire scope of
literature available on the subjects, but will be updated soon, and then at regular intervals,
to make them more comprehensive.

By its very nature, the works referred to in the reading lists differ in their approaches,
sometimes evincing contrasting perspectives and conclusions on the same topics. They do
not imply endorsement by the faculty or others at the IIS of their contents, but are being
presented rather as a basis for discerning and critical self-study by the reader. Similarly,
they do not represent a formal or systematic programme of instruction in Islamic Studies
as such.
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Environments. Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2000.
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Brattleboro, VT: Amana Books, 1984.

Jackson, Roy. Nietzsche and Islam. London: Routledge, 2007.
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Cambridge University Press, 2006.
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Watt, W. Montgomery. Islamic Political Thought. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
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London: Routledge, 1988.

Eickelman, Dale F. and James Piscatori. Muslim Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1996.

Ernst, Carl. Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2004.
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Hodgson, Marshall G.S. The Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World
Civilization. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1974.
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London: Routledge, 2001.

Kennedy, Hugh. The Great Arab Conquests: How the Spread of Islam Changed the
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2. Mediaeval Period. Part 1.
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Ilkhanate. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007.
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Press, 2000.

Shoshan, Boaz. Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1993.
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2. Mediaeval Period. Part 2.
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____. Religious and Ethnic Movements in Medieval Islam. Aldershot: Variorum, 1992.
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Princeton University Press, 1980.
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3. Modern Period
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Harper, 2005.

Abu-Rabi’, Ibrahim. The Blackwell Companion to Contemporary Islamic Thought
Oxford: Blackwell, 2006.

Aziz Said, Abdul, Mohammed Abu-Nimer and Meena Sharify-Funk, ed. Contemporary
Islam: Dynamic, Not Static. London: Routledge, 2006.
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London: I. B. Tauris, 2004.
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Public Sphere. 2nd ed., Indiana University Press, 2003.
Federspiel, Howard. Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals of the 20th Century. Singapore:
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London: Thames and Hudson, 2001.

Gole, Niliifer. The Forbidden Modern: Civilization and Veiling. Michigan, IL: University
of Michigan Press, 1996.

Hawley, John, ed. The Postcolonial Crescent: Islam’s Impact on Contemporary
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Norton, 2007.

Tapper, Richard, ed. The New Iranian Cinema: Politics, Representation and Identity.
London: The Institute of Ismaili Studies and 1.B. Tauris, 2002.
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QUR’AN AND ITS INTERPRETATION

1. Secondary Literature: Encyclopaedias and Book Series

Monographs and edited volumes on the Qur’an and its interpretation have thrived in the
last decades. Two exceptionally important contributions in recent years are the Journal of
Quranic Studies, launched in 1999,
http://www.eup.ed.ac.uk/journals/content.aspx?pageld=2&journalld=12154

and the Encyclopedia of the Qur’an, ed. Jane Dammen McAuliffe. Brill: 2001-2006.
http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=18&pid=23761

Three further reference works have been published, which are expected to become
classics in this field:

Leaman, Oliver, ed. The Qur’an: An Encyclopaedia. London: Routledge, 2005.
McAuliffe, Jane Dammen, ed. The Cambridge Companion to the Qur’an. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2006.
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And a useful variorum compilation of articles in four volumes:

Colin Turner, ed. The Koran: Critical Concepts in Islamic Studies. London: Routledge
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Vol III: Style and Structure. The Koran and the Development of the Islamic ‘Sciences’.

Vol IV: Translation and Exegesis. Koranic Exegesis.
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b. Studies on the text and style of the Qur’an:
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35



McAuliffe, Jane Dammen, Barry D. Walfish, and Joseph W. Goering, ed. With Reverence
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Haditha, 1961-62. 3 vols.
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1999.

k. Sufi approaches to the Qur’an:

Abii Zayd, Nasr Hamid. Falsafat al-ta’wil : dirasa fi ta’wil al-Qur’an fiinda Muhyi’l-din
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Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1961.
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Stowasser, Barbara Freyer. Women in the Qur’an, Traditions, and Interpretation. Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2004.
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